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Broadway   Revue   receives   raves  
By   Sterling   N.   Moes  

 
 The  Annapolis  Christian  Academy  theater  program  has  left  us           

absolutely  flabbergasted.  On  November  8  and  9,  ACA  presented  three           
performances  which  were  by  far  the  largest  and  most  spectacular  that            
have   ever   been   produced   at   the   school.   

 The  Broadway  Revue  consisted  of  fifty  songs  from  thirty  different            
musicals  and  operated  with  a  cast  of  thirty-eight.  This  induced  brisk            
changes  from  one  costume  to  the  next,  quick  makeup  changes,  and            
countless  hours  of  dance  practice.  Many  performers,  who  are  not  used  to             
memorizing  choreographed  dances,  found  that  this  performance  tapped         
into  an  unknown  dancing  talent  and  prepared  them  for  future           
performances.  Regardless  of  the  extreme  difficulty  of  the  production,          
Mr.  Corkill  masterfully  pieced  together  this  work  of  art,  turning  it  from             
a  potentially  stress-filled  nightmare,  to  perhaps  one  of  the  most           
impressive   accomplishments   the   students   have   ever   been   a   part   of.  

 This  achievement  left  us  wondering  what  the  next  extracurricular           
production  is  going  to  be;  given  the  trend  of  increasingly  better            
productions  as  time  goes  on,  we  are  left  mute  how  Mr.  Corkill  could  top               
the  last  production.  He  will  announce  the  Spring  all-school  performance           
at  the  2019  Christmas  Evening  of  the  Arts,  on  December  12  at  7  pm,  so                
be   sure   to   attend.  

Service   Club   members   stay   busy  
By   Javier   Garcia  

 The  ACA  Service  Club  is  in  full  swing.  The  Senior  Class  held  a  very                
successful  blood  drive  on  October  17  to  help  them  get  their  red  cords              
for  Graduation.  There  were  13  donations,  double  the  amount  of           
donations  from  all  of  last  year.  Those  donations  are  equivalent  to  39             
lives   saved.   The   Senior   class   and   the   Coastal   Bend   Blood   Center   thank   

everyone  who  was  able  to  give       
blood  and  do  his  part  in  making        
the  drive  a  success.  The  Service       
Club  also  helped  organize  the      
Pregnancy  Center’s  resale  shop     
on  October  26.  The  job  had  to  be         
split  into  two  shifts,  since  so  many        
students  volunteered.  Students    
also  
helped  at   
the  annual   
Barnes  
and  Noble   
Bookfair,  
helped  to   
organize  the  Logic  library,  and      
worked  at  the  Broadway  Revue.      
Next  up:  Food  drive  benefiting  the       
local  Food  Bank,  so  bring  some       
cans!  
 

The   Golf   Tournament  
carries   on  
By   Ronnie   Boehnke  

On  Friday,  November  8,  2019,       
ACA  hosted  its  annual  golf      
tournament  and  fundraiser  for  the      
Warrior  Fund.  Although  the     
weather  was  questionable,  the     
tournament  went  on  to  raise      
$36,000  dollars  before  expenses.     
Kudos  to  the  tough  golfers  who       
were  able  to  withstand  the  cold       
wind   and   rain!  

 



 

Basketball   has   bounced  
off   to   a   great   start!  
By   Jay   Guzman  

 Basketball  has  arrived  and  has  taken        
off  with  a  running  start.  Coming  off  a         
state  championship,  the  Varsity  boys      
are  looking  for  a  repeat.  Even  though        
they  lost  key  players,  Coach  Harper       
remains  purely  positive.  This  year,  the       
team  is  on  the  younger  side,  but  they         
still  have  a  couple  of  veterans  to  help         
guide  them  to  success.  The  2019-2020       
Boys’  Varsity  Basketball  roster     
consists  of  Byron  Castellanos,  Eddie      
Edwards,  Andrew  Gill,  Jay  Guzman,      
Louis  Jackson,  Brendan  Liefer,  Isaac      
Montez,  Patrick  Murdock,  Caleb     
Riojas,   and   Carson   Williams.   

 This  year  there  is  no  girls’  varsity         
team,  but  the  future  is  bright  for        
ACA’s  girls’  basketball.  The  girls’      
junior  high  team  looks  very  promising       
with  a  great  number  of  eighth-grade       
girls.  The  roster  is  AnnMarie  Allen,       
Kayla  Chavez,  Bailey  Easter,  Belen      
Garcia,  Gaby  Garcia,  Selah  Garcia,      
Hannah  Harrison,  Gabby  Lopez,     
Griselda  Morales,  Hannah  Penick,  and      
Kenzie  Stice.  Coach  Jake  thinks  the       
season  will  be  very  promising  if  the        
girls   work   hard.   

 Mr.  Lockyer  is  coaching  the  Jr.  High         
Boys’  team(s).  The  roster  is  Chuckie       
Brushe,  Derek  Gonzalez,  Josh     
Guzman,  Jake  Gwaltney,  Josiah  Hintz,      
Ezra  Lockyer,  Sebastian  McCabe,     
Cameron  Mills,  Caesar  Morales,  Eli      
Oliver,  Lance  Pepper,  Kenneth     
Sawyerr,  Jacob  Segundo,  Sam     
Tarrance  and  Shamus  Ward.  So  let’s       
wish   for   the   best   for   all   the   teams  
this   basketball   season.   

Volleyball   season   comes   to   an   end!  
By   Kate   Messner  

 This  year,  the  Varsity  volleyball  team  took  second  in  the  State             
championship!  They  fought  for  every  point  and  played  their  hardest.           
They  competed  in  the     
Regional  tournament  on    
October  19  and  won  their      
two  games.  This  led  to  them       
taking  first  seed  in  State.      
Then  on  October  24-26,  they      
competed  in  the  State     
tournament.  The  team  did     
not  play  on  Thursday  due  to       
a  team  dropping  out.  They      
played  the  next  day  and  won       
which  placed  them  in  the      
championship  game.  They    
fought  hard  but  got  second  in  the  tournament.  Madison  Gohlke  and            
Kate  Messner  were  selected  for  the  All-State  team.  The  Varsity           
volleyball  team  ended  up  with  a  record  of  28-10.  Overall,  the  team  had              
a   great   season,   and   they   can’t   wait   for   next   year.   

New   ACA   App   launches  
By   Camryn   Gonzalez   

 ACA  launched  a  new  phone  App  the  week  of  October  21,  2019.  You               
can  find  it  on  the  App  store  for  all  phones.  Because  people  always              
have  their  phones  with  them,  having  this  App,  sponsored  by           
Chick-fil-A,  makes  finding  anything  about  ACA  very  convenient.  You          
can  find  news  about  upcoming  events,  your  child’s  teachers’  names           
and  information,  newsletters  from  individual  teachers  about  specific         
classes,   and   many   other   things.  
 

 

Journalism   Staff  Camp   Eagle   fall   retreats   called  
successful   by   all!  
By   Maya   Liefer   

 Camp  Eagle  this  year  was  a  huge  success!  The  students  enjoyed             
repelling,  ziplining,  arrow-tag,  and  skeet  shooting,  all  with  no  major           
injuries.  Seniors  led  the  9th  graders  on  a  trust  walk  and  said  emotional              
farewells  the  last  morning.  All  SoLaR  students  had  plenty  of  time  for             
relaxing  and  bonding  over  campfires,  hikes,  and  scary  adventures.  We           
are   already   looking   forward   to   next   year’s   retreat!  

 



 

 
SENIOR  SPOTLIGHTS : In  this  issue  of The  Shield and  the  next  one,             
there  will  be  feature  stories  centered  on  this  year’s  seniors  about  their  adventures  at               
Annapolis,   what   they   look   forward   to   this   year,   and   their   post-graduation   plans.  
 
Senior   Spotlight:   Caleb   Terry  
By   Ava   Gleason  

 Caleb  Terry  joined  Annapolis  his  freshman  year,  around  the  same  time             
he  got  a  polaroid  and  became  interested  in  photography.  Since  then,  his             
love  for  photography  has  grown.  Currently,  he  is  assembling  a  portfolio            
of  his  work  to  apply  to  Del  Mar  for  a  major  in  visual  arts  and  a  minor  in                   
business.  His  overarching  goal  is  to  set  up         
his  own  photography  business  in  Corpus       
Christi   one   day.   

 He  got  his  start  in  photography  at         
Annapolis  via  various  projects  like  cast       
headshots.  With  students  supporting  him,      
he  seeks  to  share  his  vision  and  ability         
with  the  “generation  [that]  is  interested  in        
the  past  and  capture  that  for  future        
generations.”  He  takes  an  interest  in  photography  because  of  its           
applications  in  both  art  and  history.  It  is  very  involved  and  requires  a  lot               
of  planning.  Additionally,  the  way  you  frame  a  photo  says  a  lot  about  its               
context  and  documents  a  moment  in  history.  His  mission  is  to  find  those              
moments  in  history,  capture  them  in  just  the  right  way,  and  share  them              
with   the   public.  
 
Senior   Spotlight:   Javier   Garcia   
By   Ana   Garcia  

 Javier  Garcia  has  been  coming  to  Annapolis  since  the  sixth  grade.  He              
has  enjoyed  creating  friendships  here  that  will  last  a  lifetime.  During  his             
years  at  ACA,  he  has  participated  in  sports  and  theatre.  He  continues  to              
work   hard   in   school   for   his   last   high   school   year.  

 As  graduation  and  college  approach,       
it  is  time  to  make  some  decisions.        
Javier  has  applied  to  TAMUCC,      
Mary-Hardin  Baylor,  Abilene    
Christian  University,  Houston  Baptist     
University,  Trinity  College,  and     
Baylor  University.  He  has  since  been       
accepted  to  Mary-Hardin  Baylor,     
TAMUCC,  Abilene  Christian,  and     

Houston  Baptist  University.  He  plans  to  major  in  Finances/Business.  His           
top  school  that  he  wants  to  attend  is  Baylor.  He  has  applied  to  all  these                
colleges   so   he   would   have   multiple   options.   

 He  has  worked  hard  on  his  grades  and  SATs  to  ensure  good  results.  He                
has  practiced  SATs  over  the  summer  so  he  can  make  sure  to  get  a  top                
score.  He  continues  to  focus  on  his  grades  and  show  his  best.  This  year               
he  plans  to  participate  in  as  many  extracurriculars  he  can.  Some  of             
which  include  theatre,  and  sports.  He  is  excited  about  spending  time            
with  his  class  and  growing  closer  to  them.  He  is  looking  forward  to              
graduation   but   sad   about   the   final   goodbyes.  

 

 

Senior   Spotlight:   
Maya   Liefer  
By   Jessi   Wilmot  

 Maya  Liefer  has  been  a  part  of         
the  Annapolis  community  since     
she  was  a  little  girl.  She  says  that         
Annapolis  has  prepared  her  for  the       
hardships  in  life  and  has  given  her        
the  core  values  that  she  needs.       
Ever  since  she  was  a  little  girl,  she         
knew  that  Annapolis  was  the  place       
for  her.  She  knows  that  Annapolis       
has  prepared  her  for  all  that  life        
will   throw   at   her.   

 She  is  ready  to  start  her  Senior         
Thesis  but  has  not  solidified  her       
thesis  topic  yet.  She  looks  forward       
to  graduation,  getting  close  to  her       
classmates,  and  a  good  year.  She       
was  excited  about  her  last      
volleyball  year  and  glad  it  ended  in        
playing  in  the  championship.  She      
is  ready  for  the  next  chapter  of  her         
life  but  sad  to  see  all  of  the  lasts  of           
highschool.   

 Maya  has  worked  tirelessly  on       
her  college  applications  and  her      
grades  here  to  ensure  her  a  good        
future.  She  has  applied  to  three       
universities  here  in  Texas  and  has       
been  accepted  to  Mary-Hardin     
Baylor  in  Belton,  Texas.  She  has       
also  gotten  a  scholarship  from      
Houston  Baptist  University  but  is      
waiting  for  her  acceptance  to      
Texas  A&M.  She  wants  to  major       
in  Business  Administration.  She     
also  wants  to  play  volleyball  at  the        
intramural  level  but  is  going  to       
focus   on   her   studies.   
 
 

 



 

Picks   and   Pans:     The   Shield    staff   recommend   what   to  
read/watch—or   what   not   to!  

 

Review:     The   Tattooist   of  
Auschwitz   
By   Jessi   Wilmot  

 About  a  month  ago  I  was  ready  to          
read  anything  I  could  get  my  hands        
on.  So  I  went  to  the  closest  place  that          
holds  books  for  free--the  library.  I       
grabbed  the  first  book  I  saw  on  the         
Holocaust, The  Tattooist  of  Auschwitz      
by   Heather   Morris.  

This  story  follows  the  real  life  of         
Lali  Sokolov,  a  Czechoslovakian  Jew      
who  was  taken  to  the  concentration       
camp  of  Auschwitz  in  place  of  his        
family.  When  he  arrives,  he  is  taken  to         
work  for  the  tattooist  to  number  the        
other  Jewish  people  coming  through.      
He  soon  is  the  only  tattooist.  He  is         
tattooing  people  when  he  sees  Gita,  a        
fellow  Czechoslovakian  Jew.  When     
the  Americans  invaded  the     
concentration   camp,   they   both   escape.   

 Lali  runs  into  a  group  of  Russian         
soldiers  who  take  him  with  them  as        
they  continue  on  to  Germany.  The  war        
ends,  and  Lali  goes  back  to  his  home.         
He  always  waited  for  Gita  to  return        
and  was  trying  to  find  her  as  all  the          
other  Jewish  prisoners  were  coming      
back  from  the  other  concentration      
camps.  He  literally  runs  into  her  on        
the  street  in  the  city  that  he  is  living          
in.  They  get  married  and  move  to        
Australia  before  Russia  invades     
Czechoslovakia.   

 I  appreciated  how  it  portrayed  the        
horrors  of  the  Holocaust  and  life  as  a         
prisoner.  At  the  end  of  the  book,        
Heather  Morris  explains  how  she      
became  friends  with  Lali  and  his       
family.  I  thoroughly  enjoyed  reading      
this  book  and  learning  more  about  the        
Holocaust  from  a  Jewish  point  of       
veiw.  This  book  would  be  great  to        
read  as  you  leave  eighth  grade  and        
enter  high  school.  Due  to  the       
gruesome  images  portrayed,  I  can’t      
recommend  it  to  seventh  grade  or       
under.  
 

Review:    The   Prince   of   Egypt  
By   Ava   Gleason  

 Growing  up  in  the  church  can  make  absolutely  radical  and  beautiful  realities              
such  as  the  crucifixion  or  parting  of  the  Red  Sea  seem  like  everyday              
occurrences  or  simple  stories.  I  remember  sitting  through  Sunday  school           
listening  to  the  same  stories  every  week  to  the  point  where  I  could  recite  them                
by  heart.  I  grew  up  with  Veggie  Tales  and  “Story  Bibles”  that  simplified  the               
stories  to  a  child’s  level,  taking  away  the  majesty.  However,  I  also  grew  up               
with The  Prince  of  Egypt ,  which  at  first  glance  is  another  Biblical  child’s              
movie.  But  after  seeing  it  again  a  few  years  ago  with  a  matured  mindset,  I  saw                 
the  astounding  beauty  and  complexity  of  it,  which  earned  its  spot  as  my              
favorite   movie   of   all   time.  

 The Prince  of  Egypt  is  an  animated  retelling  of  the  story  of  Exodus:  Moses                
leading  the  Hebrews  out  of  slavery  in  Egypt.  Created  by  Dreamworks  and             
Universal  Studios,  it  boasts  a  star-studded  cast  including  Val  Kilmer,  Sandra            
Bullock,  Jeff  Goldblum,  Michelle  Pfieffer,  Patrick  Stewart,  etc.  The  musical           
score  is  also  nothing  to  scoff  at  with  Hans  Zimmer  as  the  main  composer  (he                
worked  on  movies  such  as Pirates  of  the  Carribean ,  the  original  and  modern              
The  Lion  King, and The  Dark  Knight )  and  notable  singers  such  as  Mariah              
Carey  and  Whitney  Houston.  It’s  also  one  of  the  most  accurate  biblical             
depictions  of  the  Exodus,  having  been  approved  by  Christian,  Jewish,  and            
Muslim   historians.  

The  Prince  of  Egypt  has  two  main  themes:  hope  and  humanity.  I  grew  up                
desensitized  to  Biblical  stories  as  I  heard  them  every  Sunday.  Words  such  as              
hope,  faith,  and  love  lost  their  significance.  But  this  movie  showed  me  the              
humanity  of  the  Bible  and  made  it  come  to  life.  Being  able  to  see  these  people                 
as  real  people  and  not  characters  brought  me  closer  to  God.  You  can  see  the                
agony  in  the  opening  number  as  the  slaves  sing,  “Elohim,  God  on  high,  can               
you  hear  your  people  cry?”  and  as  Moses’  mother  sings  a  Hebrew  lullaby  to               
him  as  she  sets  his  basket  in  the  water.  Joy  overflows  in  the  song  “Look                
Through  Heaven’s  Eyes,”  and  the  theme  of  hope  peaks  in  the  finale,  “When              
You  Believe.”  My  favorite  song  is  “The  Plagues.”  You  can  see  the  betrayal  and               
hurt   as   the   brothers   sing   a   duet,   wishing   the   other   would   yield.  

 The  visuals  in The  Prince  of  Egypt  are  also  stunning  with  425+  animators,               
artists,  and  technicians  working  on  the  film  to  achieve  the  major  feat  of              
combining  2D  and  3D  animation.  Parallels  are  drawn  between  Miriam  and  her             
mother  with  a  shot  where  both,  singing  to  Moses,  have  tears  running  down              
their  cheeks  as  the  wind  blows  hair  in  their  faces.  The  plagues,  though              
devastating,  are  gorgeous  as  blood  seeps  throughout  the  water  and  fire  reigns             
from  the  sky.  Moses  and  Ramses  are  pitted  against  each  other  as  they  are               
animated  in  contrasting  colors  during  their  duet.  However,  my  favorite  scene            
visually  is  the  parting  of  the  Red  Sea.  Moses  slowly  walks  into  the  water,  takes                
a  deep  breath,  and  slams  his  staff  down.  Water  shoots  up  and  away,  forming               
huge  walls  that  dwarf  the  Hebrews  as  they  walk  through  it.  Tiny  spots  of  red                
torches   can   be   seen   against   the   mass   of   blue   water.  

 Overall, The  Prince  of  Egypt is  a  cinematic  masterpiece.  Composed  of             
vibrant  characters,  beautiful  music,  and  incredible  visuals,  it  is  a  work  of  love              
and  labor.  The  thought  that  went  into  the  movie  is  tangible  in  every  aspect  and                
increases  the  quality  far  beyond  most  media  depictions  of  the  Exodus.  A  story              
of   hope   and   humanity,   this   movie   is   well-worth   the   watch   and   the   re-watch.  

 

 


